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Minutes of Hinton Waldrist Annual Parish Council Meeting held in the Village 

Hall on 14th November 2023, 7pm 

In attendance: Alison Geary (Chairman), Councillors Justin Davenport (JD), Peter 

Evans (PE), Stephanie Stott (SS) and Judith Willis (JW) 

Present: Allison Leigh (Clerk) 

23/59: Apologies for absence: Martin Taylor (MT), Hugh Hamill was not in 

attendance, but did not send apologies. 

 

23/60: Declarations of Interest: AG, JD, PE noted they have allotments and 

declared an interest in minute reference 23/67. 

 

23/61: Public questions and statements: No members of the public were in 

attendance. 

 

23/62: Minutes: The minutes of the Parish Council Meeting of the 20th September 

2023 were agreed and signed. 

 

23/63: Reports from County and District Councillors: 

Oxfordshire County Council (OCC) 

The County Councillor was not in attendance but sent a report. See Attachment 1. 

Vale of White Horse District Council (voWHDC) 

The District Councillor was not in attendance and there was no report. 

 

23/64: Report from Police Constable Officer: There was no report. 

 

23/65: Communication: Parish Council website domain name and Parish Councillor 

email addresses: The Council resolved to proceed with Parish Online to reproduce 

the website using a .gov.uk domain and corresponding Parish Council email 

addresses. 

23/66: Noticeboard: The Council discussed the location and cost of a new 

noticeboard. JW will ask a local carpenter for a quote. 

23/67: Allotments: The Council resolve to approach Savills to express interest in 

renting the allotment land for a peppercorn rent of £1 for 10-20 years. The Council 

would like this to be on the January agenda. 
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23/68: Finance: 

• 24/25 budget: The Council resolved to the approval of a budget and precept until 

the January meeting. 

• Donation requests: 

• Clean Slate: The Council resolved to donate £50 to Clean Slate. 

• Home Start (Southern Oxfordshire): The Council resolved to donate £50 to 
Home Start. 

• Cedar Club: The Council resolved to donate £100 to the Cedar Club. 
 

• Finance report: 

Reconciled balance as of 31/10/23: £6,837.04 

Reconciled balance as of 31/10/23:  £6,837.04 

Payments authorised: 

Payee Item Amount Date 

Zurich Insurance renewal 167.44 30/10/23 

Allison Leigh Salary – November  

and back dated pay  

186.60 30/11/23 

Allison Leigh Salary – December 134.10 31/12/23 

Allison Leigh Expenses:  Home 

allowance and 

mileage 

61.00 14/11/23 

Hinton WAldrist 

Village Hall 

Room Hire 20.00 14/11/23 

Clean Slate Donation 50.00 14/11/23 

Home Start Donation 50.00 14/11/23 

Cedar Club Donation 100.00 14/11/23 

 

Receipts: There have been no receipts since the last meeting. 

23/69: Planning: 

There were no new planning applications. 

The question as to the queries made regarding the development at Priors Lane were 
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raised. The Clerk will follow up with the District Councillor. 

 

23/70: Publications and correspondence: The Council acknowledged the 

correspondence received. 

 

23/71: Matters for report: The following were raised as matters for report: 

• There is an issue of drainage on Church Road which Thames Water is working on. 

 

23/72: Date of the next meeting: The date of the next meeting will be Wednesday 

then10th January 2024 in the Village Hall. 

 

23/73: Confidential item: The Council resolved to exclude the public from agenda 

item 23/74. 

 

23/74: Confidential Item: Staff Salary: 

• The Council resolved to increase the Clerk’s salary in line with the NALC 

revised cost of living salary scale for 2023/2024 together with the amount 

backdated from April 2023. 

• The Council resolved to increase the Clerk’s salary from 1/12/23. 

 

The meeting Closed at 7:50pm. 
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Attachment 1 

County Councillor Juliette Ash REPORT- All parishes- Nov 2023 

GENERAL OCC REPORT – POLITICAL CHANGES 

OCC IN STATE OF ‘NO OVERALL CONTROL’ (NOC) 

The Fair Deal alliance running OCC collapsed in at the end of September after 

Labour withdrew, and the LibDem/Green group is now running the County council 

with a minority administration. 

Oxfordshire County Council is now made up of: 

LibDem/Green: 24 

Conservative Independent Alliance: 21 

Labour: 14 

Independent: 3 

The Labour group has submitted a motion for Full Council on 8th November 

proposing a cross party, quasi-committee system. The Conservative Opposition is 

considering its response. 

NEW CABINET 

Details of the new Cabinet can be found here: Note: There was no working link from 

OCC. 

COUNCIL BUDGET FOR 2024/25 UNDER DEVELOPMENT 

The OCC Budget process for 2024/25 is now underway. Given the NOC status of the 

council, the development and approval process is likely to be especially challenging. 

CONTROVERSIAL LOW TRAFFIC NEIGHBOURHOODS (LTNS) WILL REMAIN 

The hugely controversial low traffic neighbourhoods (LTNs) in east Oxford are to 

remain, following a decision by OCC’s Cabinet at a packed meeting on Tuesday, 17 

October. This is despite the fact that the 18-month trial has been challenged by 

residents and businesses. Cabinet also approved the use of automatic number plate 

recognition (ANPR) cameras in place of existing physical barriers, which have been 

repeatedly vandalised. 

HEAVY RAINFALL AND HIGH RIVER LEVELS IN OXFORDSHIRE 

Consistent rainfall in recent weeks has led to higher than normal river levels on many 

watercourses in Oxfordshire with further wet and windy weather in the forecast linked 

to Storm Ciaran. Below is useful information for local people to monitor the situation 

in their part of the county – especially when the Environment Agency issues flood 
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alerts or the more serious flood warnings. There are also links to the Met Office's 

weather warning bulletins. 

• The Environment Agency's information relating to current flood alerts and flood 

warnings and the five-day flood risk for Oxfordshire can be found here: https://check-

for flooding.service.gov.uk/location?q=Oxfordshire. This page also captures flood 

alerts and warnings from areas immediately adjacent to the county. 

• The Met Office issues weather warnings when severe weather is expected. These 

give an indication of problematic weather that may be on its way to Oxfordshire and 

could further influence river levels. Details here: 

https://www.metoffice.gov.uk/weather/warnings-and advice/uk-warnings 

• OCC has produced a ‘flooding toolkit’ which provides advice and support for 

residents and businesses. It can be found here 

https://www.oxfordshirefloodtoolkit.com 

GOVERNMENT AWARDS £1.9 MILLION OF EXTRA BUS FUNDING FOR 

OXFORDSHIRE 

Sunday single fares in December in the run-up to Christmas are set to be capped at 

£1 after Oxfordshire was awarded extra government funding to improve bus 

services. A countywide day bus ticket valid for all operators could also be created 

after Oxfordshire was promised an additional £1.9 million to improve bus services 

over the next two years. It comes on top of £12.7m from the government in August 

2022 following the council’s successful Bus Service Improvement Plan (BSIP) 

application. The additional £1.9m of funding – known as BSIP+ – is for measures 

that will increase long-term patronage, help maintain service levels, ensure essential 

social and economic connectivity for local communities and promote innovation. 

POLICE AND OCC REAFFIRM 20MPH SPEED LIMITS EFFECTIVELY 

‘VOLUNTARY’ 

In response to parish council criticisms about the lack of effectiveness of OCC’s 

£8million 30mph to 20mph sign-changing exercise, the Oxford Mail has reported that 

a spokesperson for Thames Valley Police has said: 

“We enforce speed limits based on evidence and threat and harm principles and 

officers will always deal with situations they encounter operationally. We also rely on 

the public to provide information and would encourage anyone with information 

about speeding or poor driving to please report it so that we can gather information 

about a particular area and take action where appropriate. We would ask people to 

report online on our website or by calling 101. While we share the council's 

enthusiasm for road safety and making improvements for all road users, it is also 

important that the introduction of 20mph speed limits is done in conjunction with 

Department for Transport guidelines.” 
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OCC confirmed the voluntary nature of the 20mph in its reply: “Although [OCC] is 

working alongside Thames Valley Police, who are responsible for legal enforcement 

of the speed limits, there is an emphasis on drivers adhering to the new limits 

through a change of mindset, rather than enforcement. It is hoped that as 20mph 

areas become more common, breaking the limit would become socially 

unacceptable for drivers.” 

THE LAST CHANCE TO APPLY FOR 20 MPH WAS END OF OCT. 

The deadline was the end of OCT. However, if there are any additional, or new 

section of heavily pedestrianised road that you think would qualify, we can put in a 

case for their inclusion. OCC has been inundated with requests for 20mph zones 

since it launched in February 2022. The first two phases of the project were fully 

booked, and the third and final delivery phase is due to be delivered across 2024 - 

25. 

FURTHER EXPANSION OF CLIMATE CHANGE TEAM & CLIMATE CHANGE 

SURVEY 

OCC is currently in the process of recruiting a ‘Climate Change Outreach Officer’. 

The position is to ‘to develop and deliver our stakeholder engagement and outreach 

strategy to engage, inspire, motivate, and facilitate action on climate change, and 

promote resilience to a changing climate, across a wide range of audiences in 

Oxfordshire’. OCC is also advertising for a Climate Change Team Leader. 

Additionally, OCC is conducting a survey soliciting views on climate change. Details 

can be found here: https://letstalk.oxfordshire.gov.uk/climate-change-2023 

RESIDENTS WARNED AGAINST COLD CALLERS OFFERING PROPERTY 

REPAIRS 

Residents are being warned to be wary of cold callers offering to do property repairs 

after the recent storms. OCC’s Trading Standards team is receiving an increased 

number of complaints Page 3 of 3 about cold callers and leaflets for traders being 

put through the door, resulting in some reports of overcharging for work, charging for 

unnecessary work and completing work of poor quality. Jody Kerman, Head of 

Trading Standards at Oxfordshire County Council says: “Don’t agree to offers of 

building work, home repairs or maintenance that come from a cold call. Don’t be 

afraid to say no, don’t be pressured and check with others if the work is required and 

what is a fair price to pay. If it’s out of the blue, it’s not for you! I encourage people to 

‘take five’ – stop and take a moment and think, do I really need this work done? 

Obtain other quotes and seek advice, and recommendations for trades people from 

friends and relatives. I would also encourage getting three quotes from different 

traders before you agree to any work being done.’’ 

OXFORDSHIRE RESIDENTS’ satisfaction survey 
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Residents’ have shared a reduction in satisfaction regarding OCC delivery down to 

40% from 45 percent last year, which in turn was a decrease from 49 per cent in 

2021. We are living in collectively challenging times and it is important to us to 

ensure that our residents’ get the best deal and best delivery wherever possible. In 

our capacity as opposition, this is something therefore that colleagues and I will look 

into further and revert on. 

RETENTION OF VALUED OXFORDSHIRE RAIL SERVICES WELCOMED 

Oxfordshire County Council has welcomed a decision that two popular commuter 

train services connecting three of the biggest settlements in Oxfordshire and villages 

in-between are to remain on the timetable in December. 

The 08:35 service from Banbury to Oxford (and on to Didcot and Reading) and the 

17:34 service from Didcot to Banbury had been discussed as potentially being 

removed from the timetable as part of the changes that happen in December each 

year. 

However, Great Western Railways has decided against removing them from the 

timetable, meaning that commuters from Banbury, Didcot and Oxford and places like 

Tackley and the Heyfords will still be able to use the services. 

Cllr Juliette Ash 03/11/23 

Please refer directly to Cllr Ash for additional verbal reporting on your top 3 priorities 

by Parish 
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